CHAPTER II AN EMPIRE AND ITS GREAT PROBLEMS
HOW ITALY RULES
A" one would have expected, Mussolini is applying to the empire which he created a politico, rede in the richly suggestive double meaning of this Italian expression. A * real' policy of construction and economy is gaining much by being at the same time a policy that is rede^ that is, in English, c royal.5 All laws and decrees go out in the name of the King-Emperor, and the Duce in his present capacity as Head of the Ministry of Italian Africa forwards them to the Viceroy of Italian East Africa, who in his turn sends them further to his subordinates.
Rome governs. Rome is and remains headquarters. Rome keeps guard.
As early as January 1935 the Head of the Italian Government personally took over the portfolio of the Colonial Ministry. War was imminent, and he felt that he must take the highest responsibility. Then, in November 1937, Mussolini again assumed personal control of the Mirustero per I9Africa Italiana, a ministry which is now of far greater importance than at any other time in the twenty-five years that it has existed. This action is an indication that an important stage has been reached in which development in the colonial empire will enter a new phase.
A vigorous gingering-up process in all spheres of life will be evident alsbald^ and although previously the greatest endeavours have been exerted, and great works accomplished, there are now signs of the commencement of even bigger efforts. To travel in the new colony at the very time when this change is being brought about, and the Empire
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